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"The New Philosophy Calls All in Doubt": The Search for Order in Seventeenth-Century 
British Literature 31) () 3 .- Q C) ( 
English 3803: Renaissance and Seventeenth-Century British Literature 
Professor Caldwell 
Office: Coleman 3050; hours: MWF 1-2, F 3-4, by appt. 
Email: mcaldwell@eiu.edu 
And new philosophy calls all in doubt, 
The element of fire is quite put out; 
The sun is lost, and the earth, and no man's wit 
Can well direct him where to look for it. 
And freely men confess that this world's spent, 
When in the planets and the firmament 
They seek so many new; they see that this 
Is crumbled out again to his atomies. 
'Tis all in pieces, all coherence gone; 
All just supply, and all relation: 
Prince, subject, father, son, are things forgot, 
For every man alone thinks he hath got 
To be a phoenix, and that there can be 
None of that kind, of which he is, but he. 
-John Donne, Anatomy of the World (1611) 
Course Purpose and Expectations 
This course is designed to introduce you to several major early modern British writers of the 
seventeenth century. The works we will encounter in this class are rarely easy for the twenty-
first century reader. I advise you to give yourself plenty of time to do the reading carefully and 
not to flinch when confronted by difficulty. Much class time will be devoted to discussing the 
political, religious, and intellectual context of these works and to addressing both their 
complexities and our confusion. In order to succeed in this class, it is absolutely essential for you 
do the reading, attend class with your text in hand, and take notes. Much of the material on the 
exams will come from class lectures and discussion. I will take role every day, and I reserve the 
right to raise or lower final grades on the basis of active, consistent class participation or poor 
attendance, respectively. If I see you texting in class, I will ask you to leave. If you are enrolled 
in this course, you must have passed English 1002. Plagiarists will be reported to the Office of 
Student Standards and will fail the course. These policies are non-negotiable; your enrollment in 
my class constitutes your agreement to this state of affairs. 
Assignments and Grade Distribution 
Short paper (5-7 pages): 20% 
Research paper (10-12 pages): 35% 
Midterm: 15% 
Final: 30% 
Course Calendar 
10 
12 
14 
17 
19 
21 
Course Introduction 
Donne, satire 3, 72-75 
Donne, love poetry, 3-20 
MLK day, no class 
Donne, love poetry, 24-34 
Donne, love poetry, 34-47; elegy, "To His Mistress Going to Bed," 61 
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Donne, holy sonnets and hymns, 112-120, 123-4, 127-9 
Donne, Anatomy of the World, 98-108 
Donne, prose (coursepack) 
Jonson 3-14, 401-20; also "Epistle," "To Shakespeare," "To myself," 73-5,85-9 
Jonson, "Cary-Morrison Ode" (76-79) 
Jonson, "To Penshurst," "To Sir Robert Wroth" (20-26) 
Jonson, Volplone, Act 1 
Jonson, Volpone, Act. 2 
Lincoln's Birthday, no class 
Volpone, Act 3-4 
Volpone, Act 5 
Herrick, p. 103-25 (Cavalier Poets) 
Herrick, 130-48, 155, paper due 
Bacon, Essays, Advancement of Learning, book I ( coursepack) 
Bacon, A of L, book II 
Bacon, Great lnstauration, Proemium, ff. 
Bacon, Novum Organum 
Midterm 
Herbert, p. 3-25 (Religious Poets) 
Herbert, p. 29-45 (Religious Poets) 
Herbert, p. 55-64, 69 (Religious Poets) 
Spring Break 
Vaughan, p. 139-163 (Religious Poets) 
Vaughan, p.165-179(Religious Poets) 
No class. Conferences. 
Browne, Religio Medici, book I (coursepack) 
Browne Religio Medici, book 1 
Browne, RM, book 2 
Denham, "Cooper's Hill," p. 292-301 (Cavalier Poets) 
Lovelace, p. 305-324, Suckling, p. 252-271 (Cavalier Poets) 
Walton, Compleat Ange/er, selections 
Walton, CompleatAnge/er, selections 
Marvell, p. 93-112 (Religious Poets) 
Marvell, p. 114-117 (Religious Poets) 
Marvell, "Upon Appleton House," stanzas 1-46 
Marvell, "Upon Appleton House," stanzas 47-end 
Hobbes, selections from Leviathan 
25 Hobbes, term paper due 
27 Cavendish, The Blazing World 
29 Cavendish, The Blazing World 
Final Exam: Thursday, May 5, 8:00a.m. -10:00 a.m. 
